MOUNT MICHAEL

BENEDICTINE SCHOOL

Featuring The David "DJ" Sokol Learning For Life Building

Monthly Benedictine Value: Community

Quote of the Month: “Let all guests who arrive be received like Christ.”’-The Rule of
St. Benedict

WEEKLY BULLETIN
8/18-8/23

1. ANOTE FROM DR. PETERS:

The 2025-2026 school year has officially begun! Thanks to all who have made it possible! I want to
thank our office staff for all they did over the summer to get everything ready for the school year to
start; Mrs. Deann Souza, Mrs. Gail Raabe, Mr. Jim Lewis and the facilities staff. They had to contend
with a monster thunderstorm that tore through our area this past Saturday, falling trees and
branches. Thank to Jim Lewis, Jake Spicer, Jordan Spicer, Ken Rice and all the Booster Club
volunteers that helped clean the debris off roads and walks.

A big thank you to our Booster Club for all they did to make our opening Mass and picnic such a
success. The continued wet weather forced us to make the decision to move everything to our
parking lots. It all seemed to work well, though a little warm outside!




During this past week we had our opening days of in-service with our staff. We also had a day of
service at the Heart Ministry Center. 1t was a great week to reconnect and to welcome the new
freshman students, the Class of 2029!

Today Archbishop Michael McGovern was our celebrant for the Holy Day Mass - Feast of the
Assumption. This was the first time the new archbishop visited us here at Mount Michael. He
will be traveling to all the Catholic schools in the archdiocese during this school year. We were
fortunate that his schedule worked for him to visit us the first week of school. After Mass
Archbishop McGovern was able to stay for a while and answer student questions.




We have a few upcoming events that I wanted to make you aware of. The first is our annual
school picture day on Friday, August 22nd. We ask the students to be in a coat and tie for their
photo. They can change back into their school dress code afterwards. The second is our annual
Curriculum Night on Wednesday, August 27t. This is the night that parents/guardians go
through their son’s daily schedule. Look for more information next week on this event.

We had a great first few days of school. 1 want to officially welcome the following new staff
members to the Mount Michael Benedictine School team:

Mr. Tyler Linder-Assistant Principal/Dean of Students (Director of the Residential Program)
Mr. Luke Ervin-Art Teacher

Mr. Grant Foster’22-Residential Advisor (dean) for freshmen

Mr. [saiah Barrientos-Residential Advisor (dean) for sophomores

Mr. Aaron Karnish’21-Residential Advisor (dean) for seniors

[t has been a very good week. We are all looking forward to the upcoming, 2025-2026 school
year! If you ever have any questions, please feel free to reach out to any of us!
Take care and God bless!

2. MORNING DROP OFF AND AFTER SCHOOL PICK UP:

e For the morning: Please do not park in the parking stalls that are in front of the school
buildings to drop your student off. There have been instances where people have been pulling
in perpendicular to the stall and taking up multiple spaces or multiple vehicles trying to back out
at the same time. This is unsafe as multiple cars, mostly our students coming to campus, are
driving through and may not see someone backing up until it is too late. This also creates a
bottle neck due to having to wait for people to back out of the stalls. Please have your student
ready to get out ahead of time so you can pull up and they can get out right away. If more time is
needed, please pull around to the Benedict Building side and pull over tight to the curb to allow
other traffic to pass.

e After school: Please do not block the road in front of the Benedict building. Be sure to pull all
the way to the curb to allow traffic leaving to get pass without any obstruction. Students walk
between buildings to get to their dorm and afterschool activities thus having vehicles parked
away from the curb or “doubled up” next to each other waiting creates an unsafe blind spot for
exiting vehicles.

3. ABSENCES AND ILLNESSES: All absences must be reported to the school office by the parent or
guardian and NOT the student. To report an absence, email attendance@mountmichael.org

4. FALL SPORTS KICKOFF NIGHT: Please join us on Thursday, August 21st for our fall sports night
kickoff event. We will have food to purchase from various food trucks in the parking lot from 5:00-8:00
pm so come hungry. The fall scrimmages/practice schedule is as follows:

¢ Football Scrimmage at 5:30 pm
e (Cross Country Practice at 5:30 pm (by the Bell Tower)
e Tennis at 5:30 pm

5. PICTURE DAY: School photos will be taken on Friday, August 22nd. They will be in the Armory
starting at 8:00 am for students. Your son should wear a collared shirt with a tie and a sport coat. He can
change back into the warm dress code after he gets his photo taken. The attached flyer has the website
and order code for Mount Michael.

6. DROP/ADD: Any student wanting to make a schedule change for the 2025-26 school year needs to do
so by Friday, August 22 at 3:30 pm. Students may get a form from the counseling office or Mrs. Raabe.
Please note there is a $50.00 drop/add fee that must be turned in before a change can be made.


mailto:attendance@mountmichael.org

7.STUDENT FORMS: There are still some students who have not turned in their 2025-2026 school
forms. Students enrolled at Mount Michael MUST complete these forms yearly. Forms can be obtained
on Mount Michael’s website under the “Parent ” link or click here on “forms”.

8. CAMPUS MINISTRY:

e Service Opportunities:

o St.Pat's Fall Festival: St. Patrick's in Elkhorn is hosting their Fall Festival on Saturday,
August 23rd! They need volunteers and would love to have Mount Michael students,
especially St. Pat's alum, help! To sign up use this link: 2025 Fall Festival Volunteer Sign
Ups — Signup Sheet | SignUp.com. For questions or more information, reach out to
Ashley Schmitt at 402.375.0510.

o Archbishop’s Dinner for Education: This year the 48th annual Archbishop's Dinner for
Education will be on Thursday, September 18th at CHI Health Center. The archdiocese is
asking for student volunteers to help make the event a success. Students are asked to
arrive at 5pm and will be dismissed at 9:15pm that evening. To sign up use this link:
https://archdioceseofomaha.formstack.com/forms/dinnerforeducation studentvolunte
er. For questions, please email Clara Korensky at dinner@archomaha.org.

o Youth Frontiers Retreat: We need 4-5 students to volunteer at The Consortium Schools
7th Grade Youth Frontiers Retreat at Holy Cross School on Wednesday, September
24th 8:30am-2:30pm. Volunteers will be excused from school that day. If you are
interested in volunteering, please reach out to Mrs. Schleimer at
aschlemer@mountmichael.org.

e Monthly Themes: This year, we will be highlighting one of our five Benedictine values each
month and different ways that we can live them out. In August, we’ll be focusing on community
and building connections. We are challenging the students to begin this new year to get to know
our incoming freshmen and transfer students, to connect with their peers more intentionally,
and learn more about their teachers and the monks. Keep an eye out for more ways to live out
the Benedictine values!

9. BOOKSTORE NEWS: Welcome back! We are excited to welcome students back in the store! Each
week please read this section for an update on any new or time-sensitive items related to the
Bookstore. We have a few items below that need to be ordered by this Sunday:

e Annual Care Package Subscription LINK - buy it by Sunday, and have 5 packages delivered for
you throughout the year! Annual subscription cost is $60 ($12/each) or ifyou buy individually it's
$15 each and YOU have to order every time

e Game Bibs (red and black striped overalls) - available for preorder at this LINK - comes in sizes
for the whole family!

o Women's Sweater - available for preorder at this LINK

o Fan Stores are now live for all three of the fall sports. You can find the links to each store on the
Bookstore page of the school's website. Order your fan gear now so you can show up in style!

10. TEAMAPP: Most of our sports and activities use the Stack TeamApp for communication with their
teams and families. A Mount Michael activities page has also been created. You are all invited to join for
updates and information.

To get the full features of this app please go to the App Store or Google Play and download Stack Team
App onto your mobile device, then follow these simple steps:

1. Sign-up to Stack Team App. You'll be sent an e-mail to activate your account.
2. Log-in and search for Mount Michael Activities, then request to become a member.

Any questions, please contact Mr. Tom Swanson, Athletic/Activities Director at

tswanson@mountmichael.org
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11. 2025 KNIGHT SHACK - FALL SPORTS: Show your support of Mount Michael by helping to run the
many events hosted at the school PLUS meet some really fun people! Take one spot or many!

Your sons/daughters can earn service hours as well. We do ask that all student volunteers are in high
school. If your son/daughter is in middle school and would like to volunteer, we ask that a parent
volunteer with them. We are looking for individuals to help with the grill, gate, concessions, scoreboard,
parking attendant and more.

If you can help, sign up today at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4CASAA2DA46-57592912-
2025. Thank you for your support

12. SAVE THE DATE - MOUNT MICHAEL FALL FESTIVAL: The 70th Annual Fall Festival is just ONE
month away. Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 21st! The day will begin with Mass in the
chapel at 10:00 am followed by the festival from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm. This event is our largest
fundraiser of the year that supports the monks at the Mount Michael Benedictine Abbey.

13.

(See rSchool for latest updates to our calendar.)
https://www.rivercitiesconference.org/public/genie/433/school /784

Mon, August 18
Prayer and Announcements in the chapel - 7:45 am

Wed., August 20
Wednesday Night Visits - 6:15 pm
Booster Club Board Meeting in the library - 7:30 pm

Thurs., August 21
Fall Sports Kickoff Night - 5:30 pm

Fri., August 22
Last Day to Drop/Add Class - 3:30 pm
Student Pictures in the Armory - 8:00 am

Sat., August 23
St. Pats - Angel Run the Nate LaFave Football Stadium - 7:00-9:00 am
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