MOUNT MICHAEL

BENEDICTINE SCHOOL

Featuring The David "DJ" Sokol Learning For Life Building

Monthly Benedictine Value: Service
Benedictine Theme: Serving Others with Compassion

Quote of the Month: “The members should serve one another.” -The Rule of St. Benedict

WEEKLY BULLETIN
10/12-10/18

1. NOTE FROM DR. PETERS: This week the announcement came that Mount Michael Benedictine
School was awarded the National Blue-Ribbon Award. This is a tremendous honor and the highest
award a school, public or private, in the United States can receive. The application process started a
year ago. One of the difficulties in putting the application together was each section had a specific word
count. Many times, it was difficult deciding what we had to leave out because of the limitations.
Probably the initial key to the process was meeting the cut scores necessary to be considered a high
performing school. It is not easy, and it is especially not easy for a high school. We are very proud of the
fact that Mount Michael has earned this honor three times; 2012, 2019 and 2025. Since the mid-1980s,
when they started the National Blue-Ribbon School recognition about 6% of the schools in the United

~  ———==States have been honored. And we have
done it three times. [ want to thank all
who helped with the application process,
especially Mrs. Amanda Schleimer, who
| was very meticulous in the proofing and
composition.

This honor is the result of our young

| men and their hard work. Mount
Michael is a rigorous school, and with
hard work and dedication it pays off.
This honor is the result of the
expectations, standards and expertise
our teachers show each day in the
classroom. This honor is also the result
of the supportive and committed parents and families who send their young men to Mount Michael. We
are a community working together. Please look for upcoming information on a celebration of the blue
ribbon.

Hall of Fame Night: Last night was our annual alumni Hall of
Fame Night held at the Relevant Center. It was a tremendous
night where three of our alumni were honored.

MOUNT MICHAEL
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Congratulations to our honorees (pictured left to right):
Alumnus of the Year: Mr. Mark Lanspa’80

Alumni Appreciation Award: Fr. John Hagemann, 0.5.B.'67
Athletic Hall of Fame: Mr. Jim Mayberger'84




Our Chess Club team took on Lewis Central this week. The team won 4 boards to 1. Congratulations to
Grant Snyder’27, Will Gray’27, Timur Guliev’'26, and Kale Konopik’28 who won their boards.

2 CONGRATULATIONS: Congratulations to our varsity tennis team for being named RCC Champions on
Tuesday. Here are the conference results:

Singles

#1 - Connor Chen - 2nd
#2 - Andrew Pentel] - 1st
#3 - Isaac Weiland - 1st

Doubles
#1 - Noah Stricklett and Patrick Killeen - 1st
#2 - Holden Kutash and John Krueger - 1st
#3 - Ashton Burroughs and Eli Zimmerman - 2nd

LA
..¢ 3.ATHLETE OF THE WEEK (Sponsored by Smile Station): Congratulations to
| ZANIGENIRESIYESN the following athletes who were voted Athlete of the Week by their respective
(O ESIVEIER\EES coaches: Cross Country - Nolan Cheney ‘29, Football- Derek Brewer ‘26 and
A ) P Tennis - Noah Stricklett '26.

4. PARENT DIRECTORY: Attached is an updated directory for the 2025-26 school year!

5. SENIOR RETREAT: Senior Retreat will be held this Tuesday, October 14t at the St. Benedict Center in
Schuyler. Lunch will be provided, but we are asking for your support by donating additional snacks such
as cases of bottled water, individualized packs of cookies, and mini candy bars. Please note, we request
that there are no snacks with peanuts or tree nuts as we have students with severe allergies. If you can

donate, please bring them to the main office by Monday, October 13th. Additional information about the
retreat will be emailed to students.

6. PRE-ACT/PSAT EXAMS: On Tuesday, October 14th, the freshmen and sophomores will take the pre-
ACT exam at 9:00 am while the juniors take the PSAT exam at 10:00 am. The schedule for the day will
follow.

7:15 - 8:30 am: Breakfast

9:00 - 11:30 am (approximate finish time): Pre-ACT for freshmen and sophomores
10:00 - 12:30 pm (approximate finish time): PSAT for juniors

11:30-1:00 pm: Lunch

1:00 - 2:30 pm: Service project (students will receive service hours)

Dress attire: Freshmen, sophomores and juniors will be in normal dress. Once the tests are over, they
may change into work clothes.

7. FACULTY MEETING: A faculty meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 15t at 7:30 am in Rm
S$108 (study hall).



8. NO SCHOOL.: Just a quick reminder that there is no school scheduled for Friday, October 17t and
Friday, October 24th,

9. GRADUATION ANNOUNCEMENTS/CLASS RINGS - Just a reminder that the class ring and graduation
announcement order deadlines are Tuesday, October 21stfor the fall pricing. All products can be
ordered online at Jostens.com (preferred way) or directly in the store at 12100 W. Center Rd, Bel Air
Plaza, Suite 202 (1-800-JOSTENS). Storeroom hours are Wednesdays 10-5:30 pm. Any orders
submitted after October 21st will be placed on a spring order form with prices increasing.

10. SAVE THE DATE - PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES: Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled
for Thursday, October 23rd from 3:00 - 6:30 pm. All conferences will be held in the Sokol building and
are on a first-come, first served basis. Students will be dismissed at 2:30 pm for the day.

11. TRUNK OR TREAT: The journalism program hosts a Trunk-or-Treat for all Pre-K through 5th
graders in the Omaha area on Monday, October 27th, from 6:30-8:00 pm in the main parking lot of the
school. This is a service opportunity that requires students to decorate their trunks and pass out candy
to community members. If you would like to donate candy or decoration materials, please drop them off
at the front office during school hours. For inquiries about the event, please contact
mrobertson@mountmichael.org. Thank you for supporting the journalism program!

12. HALLOWEEN DRESS UP DAY - FRIDAY, OCTOBER 315T: We are excited to celebrate Halloween
together at school! Students, faculty, and staff are welcome to wear costumes during the school day, on
Friday, October 31st as long as they follow the guidelines below. Any student who does not wish to
participate is expected to wear their regular dress code for the day. And any students who do not follow
the guidelines will be asked to change into their regular dress code and may receive demerits.

e Costumes must be school-appropriate and should not include political costumes or
inappropriate characters.
Students should remain recognizable—no masks, face coverings, or face paint.
No fake weapons, props that resemble weapons, or weapons of any kind.
Please avoid costumes with excessive gore, offensive themes, or that may disrupt learning.
Inflatables and oversized costumes are not allowed.
Costumes should be fun, creative, and respectful so everyone can enjoy the day safely. We look forward
to seeing your school spirit and Halloween creativity! Additional details will be shared with students
next week! If you have any questions, please reach out to Amanda Schleimer at

aschleimer@mountmichael.org.

13. COUNSELING NEWS:
College Rep. Visits:
e Arepresentative from the Ivy College of Business at lowa State University (ISU) will be here on
Monday, October 13t at 11:00 am.
e Arepresentative from Kansas State University will be here from 10 to 11:00 am on
Wednesday, October 15th.
¢ UNO & the Newman Center will have representatives here from 10 to 11:00 am on Thursday,

October 16,
e Arepresentative from Creighton University will be here from 10 to 11:00 am on Monday,
October 20th,

e Nebraska Wesleyan will be hosting a Pizza Night on October 20t from 6:30 to 8:00 pm at
Nebraska Wesleyan University | Callen Conference Room

Financial Aid and Scholarship Evening Programs: Area Catholic high schools are hosting financial aid
presentations in preparation for the 10/1 launch of the 2026-27 FAFSA form. Senior and junior families
from local high schools are invited to attend. Creighton University and EducationQuest will provide
programming. These evening presentations will share information on ways to finance a college
education, including scholarships and financial aid. To provide options and accessibility, we will be
hosting the evening programs on three different dates and at three different locations. You may attend


mailto:mrobertson@mountmichael.org
mailto:aschleimer@mountmichael.org

the evening program that best fits your schedule. Please visit the website for more information and to
register.

o Financial Aid and Scholarship Overview
o Monday, October 20, 2025
o 6:00 p.m.
o Creighton Prep
e FAFSA Completion Workshop
o Monday, October 20, 2025
o 6:45 p.m. Offered in English and Spanish
o Creighton Prep

e Financial Aid and Scholarship Overview
o Tuesday, October 28, 2025
o 6:00 p.m.
o Duchesne Academy

Scholarships, College Information, and Job Shadow Opportunities:

-Suzanne and Walter Scott Foundation: 2026 Nebraska Eagle Scout Scholarship application opened
October 1st. All materials are due to be submitted by June 1st, 2026.

-& The Goodrich scholarship application is open! & The Goodrich Scholarship Program
application period opened October 1, 2025, and closes Thursday, February 26, 2026, at 5:00pm
(CST). Applicants can apply online at https://goodrich.smapply.org/. Here are some of the important
pieces for this year’s application cycle:
1. Both unofficial transcripts and ACT scores are required—please upload all documents directly in
the application portal
2. Please also upload FAFSA Submission Summary/Student Aid Index directly in the application
portal (or applicants can bring to our office—UNO CPACS 123)
3. Please have applicants use personal email addresses that they will continue to use and access
4. The required personal essay will be delivered as a next step only to applicants who SUBMIT the
online application by the deadline. AFTER the application process closes, eligible applicants will
complete a timed online essay in a small application window through UNO’s Canvas
5. The interview process will be the last step (only for eligible applicants who have submitted the
application and completed the timed essay)

-On Tuesday, October 21st, Kansas State University will be hosting an event for high school students
interested in pursuing an engineering, computer science, or construction science degree at K-State. This
event will be held at TopGolf-Omaha from 7 to 8:00 pm. A Night With K-State Engineering

-For Seniors who are part of National Honor Society:
- Here is the NHS scholarship application: NHS Scholarship application

o Deadline for this scholarship is November 24th, 2025, at 5:00 pm (ET)
- This year, 600+ NHS seniors will earn a share of $2 million in scholarships
- Here is information about eligibility, award distribution, and the application process: resource

guide

-For Seniors who are part of Student Council:
- Application is now open!

- Please see attachment for more information (NASSP25)
- Deadline is December 1st, 2025.

-There is a job shadow opportunity at Nebraska Wesleyan for those interested in Athletic Training.
This gives students the opportunity to shadow Certified Athletic Trainers and Athletic Training students,
to gain insight into what athletic trainers do daily and to examine if this career would be one of interest
in the future. If you would like to contact them, please let Ms. Palmer know.
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14. BOOKSTORE NEWS:

Hours - The Bookstore will be open normal hours but closed on Friday, October 17t since there
is no school.

Winter 2025 Store - The Bookstore has opened a new online store for embroidered items
including quarter zips, jackets and stocking hats. Please open this LINK to browse and place an
order. Items are available to pick up at CI Shirts in Elkhorn when completed.

15. CAMPUS MINISTRY:

Junior Retreat:

o Junior Retreat will be held on October 22nd at Camp Fontanelle about 35 minutes north
of Mount Michael and led by Mr. John Roshone. Lunch will be provided, but we are
asking for your support by donating additional snacks: cases of bottled water,
individualized packs of cookies, chips, and mini candy bars. Please note, we request that
there are no snacks with peanuts or tree nuts as we have students with severe allergies.
If you can donate, please bring them to the main office by Tuesday, October 21st!

Bible Study: Mr. Luke Ervin, our art teacher, will be leading a bible study on Wednesdays
starting October 15! Join him for Mass on October 15t at 7:15 am. The bible study will take
place after school in the art room. See Mr. Ervin or Mrs. Schleimer for more information.
Mother-Son Paint "Knight": Sign up for a fun night of painting with your son! November 12t at
7:00 pm. Sign up using this form: https://forms.office.com/r/Q5p1s5e9k2. Space is limited,
spots are filled on a first come, first served basis. If the spaces are filled, we will create a waitlist.

For questions email aschleimer@mountmichael.org.

16. SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES:

Alzheimer's Walk: an alum parent who serves on the board for the Alzheimer’s Association is
asking if any of our students would be available to help with their upcoming event: Alzheimer’s
Walk 2025 - Nebraska. They are looking for help at the following times: Saturday, 5:00 pm -
8:00 pm: unloading trucks, setting up tables and chairs. Sunday, 12:00 - 3:00 pm: teardown
and clean up. If you are available, please email Mrs. Schleimer at
aschleimer@mountmichael.org.

St. Pius/St. Leo BOLD Fundraiser: Saturday, October 25t at Creighton Prep the St. Pius/St.
Leo fundraiser will support the school’s operating budget, classroom needs, and exciting
upgrades and they need volunteers! You can volunteer on Friday, October 24t with event set
up at Creighton Prep from 2:00-6:00 pm (come for all or part of this time). Or volunteer on
Saturday, October 25t from 4:15 pm-12:00 am). Dinner will be provided on Saturday night!
Sign up using this link: https://forms.gle/BmzXkF1By5tqrQMR8. For questions, email
Raelynjustine@icloud.com.

Christ the King Trunk or Treat: CTK is looking for volunteers to host a trunk for their Trunk or
Treat on Thursday, October 23rd from 5:30-7:00 pm. If you would like to put together a trunk,
please email Mary Drake at drakem@ctkomaha.org by next Friday, October 10t! See
attached flyer for details!

Essential Pregnancy Center Boutique Organizer: Essential Pregnancy Services has a
wonderful opportunity in the evening for students to complete volunteer hours at EPS (Essential
Pregnancy Services) Boutique location, 3171 N. 93rd St., Omaha, NE from 6:30-8:15 pm on
November 6. Reset the boutique and clean up after a short donor event that evening. School
branded or nice shirt and pants or a skirt. No open toes shoes for safety. Email
suziel@essentialps.org to sign up!

Operation School Bell: volunteer at a shopping event that provides school clothing for 4,500
students in grades K-8. Use this link to sign up:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C044EA4A82CA6F49-58310038-student.

17.ST. SCHOLASTICA PRAYER GROUP: Please join us in one of the following ways to pray for Mount
Michael:
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Monthly In Person Meeting - We will meet during the day on various dates each month. Our next
meeting is Wednesday, October 22nd from 8:00 - 10:00 am in the private room at Holy Grounds at 19405
Polk St. Join us for fellowship with other Mount Michael moms, and we will pray the rosary at 8:30 am.

Sign Up to Pray - We would like to have people sign up to pray on each day of the month for the
intentions of the Mount Michael Community. This could include current and alumni moms or other
friends of the Mount Michael community. You will pray on the day of your choosing. Sign up here:
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/10CO0E4AAFA72AA6F5CE9-59299976-continuous

18. OPEN TRAP SHOOTING: Students interested in trap shooting

Iup( f are invited to attend open trap shoot sessions. These sessions

e provide an excellent opportunity to meet team members and
s H QQT coaches, become familiar with the facilities, and ask questions.
Participation in shooting is optional.

Dates and Times:
e Sunday, October 12th, 2025 - 1:00 pm
e Sunday, October 19th, 2025 - 1:00 pm
e Sunday, October 26t, 2025 - 1:00 pm

Location:
Fremont [saac Walton - Valley Trap Range (Highway 36 & North 276th Street, Valley, NE)

19. MOUNT MICHAEL'’S BLOOD DRIVE: Let’s roll up our sleeves and help save lives! Each pint of blood
donated can help save up to three lives—and will make a lasting impact on families in our community
and beyond.
? When & Where:

Tuesday, November 4 from 8:00 am - 1:00 pm in Mount Michael’s Gym
@ Who Can Donate:

Age 17+

Age 16 with signed parental consent (forms available from Mrs. Raabe)
[[] How to Sign Up:

Online: Visit www.redcrossblood.org, search sponsor code MMKnights, and log into your donor
profile.

In-person: Reserve a spot with Mrs. Raabe in the school office or email her at

graabe@mountmichael.org.

All are welcome—students, faculty, parents, alumni, and friends. Please schedule your
appointment today and help us make a difference!

20. BOOSTER CLUB NEWS:

e Memberships: We are excited to invite you to participate in the 2025-2026 Mount Michael
Booster Club Membership Class Drive! This friendly competition is from October 1st-31st, The
class with the most Booster Club memberships purchased will win a class wide dress
down day!

By joining, you will help support Mount Michael students in all extracurricular activities,
awareness of school, sportsmanship, and Christian values. The Booster Club proudly funds
requests from all Mount Michael clubs and sports all year long.

The Booster Club offers four levels of membership- Lifetime Level, Red Level, Black Level, and
Silver Level. For more information and for the opportunity to be part of the Booster Club, please
click HERE. If you have already joined the Booster Club this year or are a Lifetime Member,
THANK YOU for your support! We could not contribute to the development of Mount

Michael students without you!
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. TRIVIA NIGHT 2025- Saturday, November 15: Grab your friends and
grab a table for our 2nd Annual Mount Michael Trivia Night! Click this link
register: https://forms.gle/1SXjLE]XU49fL.sFMA

o Ifnotinterested in playing trivia but want to take part in this fun
event?? We need volunteers! If interested, please email us and a Sign-Up
Genius will be sent out shortly! Don't miss out on the fun!

Questions: email mmtrivianight@mountmichael.org. See attached flyer for more

information.

e 2025 Knight Shack - Fall Sports Volunteers: Show your support by helping run the many
events that Mount Michael hosts plus you get a chance to meet some great people and students
will receive service hours. We are looking for volunteers to help with concessions, parking, gate
admission, etc. We invite you to sign up by clicking on the following link. Thank you for all your
support. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D4CA5AA2DA46-57592912-2025

o Booster Club Advertising: Promote your business at Mount Michael and make a lasting impact
on all student athletes and extracurricular programs through Booster Club advertising. Take
advantage of sponsorship opportunities—including banners on the football and soccer field,
prominent features on social media, and specific sports sponsorship - that highlights your
business or employer while supporting our students’ success. For details, contact Ryan and
Bridget Burke at mmboosterclubads@mountmichael.org or click the link below!
https://givebutter.com/MMbooster

21. OBLATES OF ST. BENEDICT: Oblates shape their lives by living the wisdom of Christ as interpreted
by St. Benedict. If you are interested in learning more and becoming a Benedictine oblate, please contact
Br. Jerome at 402-206-2069.

22. TEAMAPP: Most of our sports and activities use Stack Team App for communication with their
teams and families. A Mount Michael Activities page has also been created. You are all invited to join for

updates and information.

To get the full features of this app please go to the App Store or Google Play and download Stack Team
App onto your mobile device, then follow these simple steps:

1. Sign-up to Stack Team App. You'll be sent an e-mail to activate your account.
2. Log-in and search for Mount Michael Activities, then request to become a member.

Any questions, please contact Mr. Tom Swanson, Athletic/Activities Director at
tswanson@mountmichael.or

WhCI’r’
Happening

(See rSchool for latest updates to our calendar.)
https://www.rivercitiesconference.org/public/genie/433/school /784

Sun., October 12
Open Trap Shooting at Valley Trap Range - 1:00 pm

Mon, October 13
Prayer and Announcements in the chapel - 7:45 am
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RES Football at Gross Catholic - 4:30 pm

Tues., October 14

Senior Retreat at Christ the King Priory in Schuyler - 8:00 am
Pre-ACT for 9th and 10t Grade - 9:00 am

PSAT Exam for 11th Grade - 10:00 am

Wed., October 15

Faculty Meeting in Rm S108 - 7:30 am

District Cross Country at Mount Michael - 4:00 pm
Wednesday Night Visits - 6:15 pm

Fri., October 17

NO SCHOOL

JV Cross Country Invite vs Fremont at Valley View Golf Course - 4:30 pm
Football vs Concordia at Mount Michael - 7:00 pm

Senior Night for Cross Country and Tennis 7:45 pm (during halftime)



